
Sustainability in 
Geography

SDG’s to increase sustainable literacy in the

Geography classroom!

“If we can educate for a sustainable future, why wouldn’t we!”

Erin Merrin

All Saints Anglican School



Background

• Gold Coaster (local)

• Head of Department Humanities (All Saints Anglican School)

• Griffith University GC Campus – BA

• Southern Cross (Lismore Campus) - GradDipEd

• Monash University (online) - Advanced Leadership Program

• Board & Founding Member Sustainable Schools Network



In the news!
• International award for Dairy Australia sustainability manager Helen Dornom

(Farm Online)

• For travelers, sustainability is the word—but there are many definitions of it 
(National Geographic)

• Sustainability Is The New Green: Making Money Amidst A Climate Crisis (Forbes)

• Achieving environmental sustainability seen as coming at a cost (UQ News)

• Kit Willow on her Australian Ballet collaboration, defining sustainability and 
showing at Buckingham Palace (Vogue)



Why Geography & Sustainability?

• Geography is the study of places and the 
relationships between people and their 
environments. Geographers explore both the 
physical properties of Earth’s surface and the 
human societies spread across it. They also 
examine how human culture interacts with the 
natural environment and the way that locations 
and places can have an impact on people. 
Geography seeks to understand where things are 
found, why they are there, and how they develop 
and change over time. (National Geographic 
2019)

• Sustainability is a broad subject but ultimately it 
is the ability to provide for the current generation 
without compromising that of future generations. 
The study of sustainability gives students insight 
into most aspects of the human world from 
business to technology to environment and the 
social sciences. Sustainability draws on politics, 
economics and, philosophy and many areas of 
the humanities & social sciences as well as the 
sciences. Sustainability promotes skills that 
environmental awareness is a priority. 
(EnvironmentalScience.org 2019)



Australian Curriculum – General Capabilities
• Understanding ethical concepts and issues

• Reasoning in decision making and actions

• Exploring values, rights and responsibilities



Australian Curriculum – Cross Curriculum 
Priorities

• Sustainability as a cross curriculum priority allows students to develop 
knowledge, skills, values and world views necessary for them to act in ways 
that contribute to more sustainable patterns of living. It will enable students 
to reflect on ways of interpreting and engaging with the world. 



Sustainability in the Australian Curriculum
Humanities & Social Sciences

• Question

• Think Critically

• Solve Problems

• Communicate effectively

• Make decisions

• Adapt to change

• “The curriculum prepares students to be informed 
consumers, to act in enterprising and innovative ways and to 
perceive business opportunities in changing local, regional 
and global economic environments. Students explore 
contemporary issues of sustainability and develop action 
plans and possible solutions to local, national and global 
issues which have social, economic and environmental 
perspectives.” (Australian Curriculum)



Global Citizenship

• Global citizenship means an awareness of our interconnectedness with people and 
environments around the globe and their contribution to a global society and economy.

• When students develop a sense of global citizenship, they learn to respect key universal values 
such as peace, sustainability and upholding the rights and dignity of all people.

• Global citizenship programs develop students' knowledge, skills, attitudes, values and 
competencies.

• Effective schools draw on real life intercultural experiences which deepen students' 
understanding of the world and their place in it.

• https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/dimensio
n4global.aspx (Accessed 24/9/19)

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/dimension4global.aspx
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Why sustainability in the Geography 
classroom?

• Cross curriculum priority (sustainability) and general capability

• Responsible Global Citizens

• Provides authentic learning situations

• Real world learning experiences

• Creates geoliterate & sulit (sustainability literacy) students

• Good curriculum and pedagogy is enhanced by sustainability. 

This video illustrates what geo-literacy means to individuals, and to our shared global 
community. https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/what-is-geo-literacy/

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/media/what-is-geo-literacy/


How can we best implement sustainability into 
our geography classrooms?



Identifying the goals?



What are the SDG’s
• The Sustainable Development Goals are the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for 

all. They address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate, 
environmental degradation, prosperity, and peace and justice. The Goals interconnect and in order to 
leave no one behind, it is important that we achieve each Goal and target by 2030.(United Nations)



Middle Years Geography Content

• Unit 1: Water in the world (Yr7)

• Unit 2: Place and liveability (Yr 7)

• Unit 1: Landforms and landscapes (Yr 8)

• Unit 2: Changing nations (Yr 8)

• Unit 1: Biomes and food security (Yr 9)

• Unit 2: Geographies of interconnections (Yr 9)



Senior Geography Content

Unit 1 Natural Hazards & Ecological Hazards

Unit 2 Challenges facing a place in Australia & Challenges facing a megacity. 

Unit 3 Land cover transformations and climate change & Responding to local 
land cover transformations

Unit 4 Population challenges in Australia & Global population change

RESOURCES - https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-
development-goals/

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/




The World’s Largest Lesson



Extra Resources
• The World We Want 

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/
9447/pdf/twww_a4_single_page_lowres_english.
pdf

• Soil Story Curriculum 
https://kisstheground.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/04/Soil-Story-
Curriculum__Aus_190311-1.pdf

• Eco Schools https://www.eco-schools.org.uk

• Young People’s Trust for the Environment 
http://ypte.org.uk/

• Cool Australia https://www.coolaustralia.org/

• Millennium Kids 
https://www.millenniumkids.com.au/

• UN Goals Resources
https://www.globalgoals.org/resources

• UN student resources 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/stu
dent-resources/

• 2040 Website https://whatsyour2040.com/

Education is not enough! It is 
commitment to take action that is 
needed to enhance sustainability. 

https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/9447/pdf/twww_a4_single_page_lowres_english.pdf
https://kisstheground.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Soil-Story-Curriculum__Aus_190311-1.pdf
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/
http://ypte.org.uk/
https://www.coolaustralia.org/
https://www.millenniumkids.com.au/
https://www.globalgoals.org/resources
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/student-resources/
https://whatsyour2040.com/


Documentaries (Noteable)

• 2040 
https://www.madmanfilms.com.au/2040film/

• Blue the film https://bluethefilm.org

• Before the Flood 
https://www.beforetheflood.com/

• Rubber Jellyfish 
https://rubberjellyfishmovie.com/

• Our Planet 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aETNYyrqN
YE

• Seed the Untold Story 
https://www.seedthemovie.com/

• Coming Now!

• Peloton Againts Plastic 
https://www.pelotonagainstplastic.com/

• The Pollinators https://au.demand.film/the-
pollinators/

• Human Flow https://www.humanflow.com/

https://www.madmanfilms.com.au/2040film/
https://bluethefilm.org/
https://www.beforetheflood.com/
https://rubberjellyfishmovie.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=aETNYyrqNYE
https://www.seedthemovie.com/
https://www.pelotonagainstplastic.com/
https://au.demand.film/the-pollinators/
https://www.humanflow.com/


Future Events & Competitions

• Sustainability Summit (Townsville) October 29, 
2019. https://www.ssn.org.au/events

• Sustainability Symposium Gold Coast April 26th –
2nd May 2020 https://www.ssn.org.au/2020-
sustainability-symposium

• Gold Coast Schools Sustainability Awards (2020 
Date TBA) www.ssn.org.au/awards

• Global Environmental and Sustainability Student 
Forum https://www.tangalooma.com/globallink
(August 2019, 2020 TBA) 

• Earth Tech Challenge 
https://vimeo.com/356900849?ref=em-share
(Date December 2019)

• Global Wave Conference 2020 Gold Coast 
http://www.globalwaveconference2020.com.au/
(February 2020)

• Videos for Change (High Resolves) 
https://highresolves.org/videos-for-change/

• Mobile Muster(One Minute Film) 
https://www.mobilemuster.com.au/competition

https://www.ssn.org.au/events
https://www.ssn.org.au/2020-sustainability-symposium
http://www.ssn.org.au/awards
https://www.tangalooma.com/globallink
https://vimeo.com/356900849%3Fref=em-share
http://www.globalwaveconference2020.com.au/
https://highresolves.org/videos-for-change/
https://www.mobilemuster.com.au/competition/%3Ffbclid=IwAR1TSRmZx55lCmsa4IgniFrBpdUoujJ6k3e6OxztFVnVnQhjZKo_hE86qro
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